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Hello Steered Straight community of

parents and educators. We hope this

newsletter finds you well and ready to

embark on another week of empowering

our youth. Today, we're thrilled to shed

light on the incredible growth and

impact of Steered Straight Teen's tools

and resources. As we continue our

mission to educate and prevent drug

abuse, we're equally dedicated to being

a beacon of hope for every student we

encounter.

Our journey into the digital realm has been nothing short of amazing!

We're actively engaging with students on multiple platforms, fostering

connections that go beyond the classroom. With over 14,000 followers

on TikTok, 18,000 on Instagram, and a daily interaction with over 4,000

students on Snapchat, who are making Steered Straight a vital part of

their daily lives and routines. Join the conversation, stay updated, and

be a part of our growing online community!

Connecting for Success

Top 4 Tools for Connecting 
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#2  Xscape the Vape Program

Our commitment to creating positive change is further

exemplified through the "Xscape the Vape" program. This

initiative not only encourages students to turn in vapes and

other paraphernalia but also rewards them with redeemable

codes for exciting prize packages, including gift cards. We

believe in supporting students who want to break free from

unhealthy habits, and these incentives serve as tokens of

encouragement from the Steered Straight team.

#3  A Source of Hope and Support

At Steered Straight, our engagement with students goes beyond awareness

campaigns. We interact daily with students who seek help, providing them with

meaningful tools and provisions to instigate positive change in their lives. Our

approach emphasizes the importance of:

Making the Right Choices: Every decision shapes a student's future, and we're

here to guide them toward choices that align with their goals and aspirations.

Respecting Yourself and Others: Teaching the value of self-respect and empathy

fosters a positive environment and encourages healthy relationships.

Setting Yourself Up for Future Greatness: We stress the significance of

considering the long-term impact of decisions, empowering students to envision

and work towards a successful future.
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To strengthen the connection with our audience, we invite

students to explore our Teen Portal. Here, they have access to life

tips, relatable stories, and a platform to share their experiences.

It's a space where they can realize that they're not alone, and

someone understands their journey. Connecting to Steered

Straight's tools for success is not just an option; it's a

transformative experience that can shape their perspective and

future.

As we navigate the challenges of drug prevention and awareness,

let's continue to build a supportive community that uplifts and

inspires our youth. Together, we can make a lasting impact on the

lives of students and create a brighter, drug-free future.

Stay connected, stay empowered!
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#4  Teen Portal

 A Hub for Success



Family Coaching Corner
Updated Topics and Support for Parents

getting rid of The stigma behind
a mental health diagnosis

WHY PARENTS WON’T GET HELP
FOR THEIR CHILD:

FEAR THAT THEIR CHILD WILL BE
LABELED

FEAR THAT THEIR CHILD WILL USE A
DIAGNOSIS AS AN EXCUSE

EMBARRASSED BY THE DIAGNOSIS

NAIVELY BELIEVE THAT THE CHILD CAN
OUTGROW THEIR DIAGNOSIS

NO UNDERSTANDING OF THE HELP THAT
IS AVAILABLE TO THEIR CHILD

SEE THE DIAGNOSIS AS A WEAKNESS AND
EGO CAN’T HANDLE IT

WHY PARENTS SHOULD GET HELP
FOR THEIR CHILD:

THERE ARE SO MANY RESOURCES TO MAKE
YOUR CHILD’S LIFE EASIER

IT WILL HELP YOUR CHILD’S SELF-
CONFIDENCE WHEN THEY UNDERSTAND
THEMSELVES BETTER

BEHAVIOR USUALLY CHANGES FOR THE
BETTER WITH PROPER TOOLS

MENTAL ILLNESS IS MORE COMMON THAN
MOST PEOPLE BELIEVE

IT IS NOT THE CHILD’S FAULT AND USUALLY
CANNOT BE CONTROLLED

BECAUSE YOU LOVE THEM AND WANT
THEM TO SUCCEED



I have a lot of opportunities to visit the schools and work with educators, helping them with
kids who are struggling in school to pay attention, make friends, sit still, use proper social
skills, and/or follow directions.  The theme I hear over and over again from these teachers
is that so many of these children are not getting proper services because the PARENTS
do not want their child to be labeled with a diagnosis.

So, these children who are struggling fitting in because they are hyper, or because they do
not know how to have a conversation, that are falling behind in school because they cannot
focus and pay attention in class, that are silently suffering because they don’t have the
words to ask the right questions, or stand up for themselves in difficult situations -  these
kids are suffering every day because their parents believe that they should be able to “will”
their way through the mental illness they have been given.  That they should “toughen up”
or “try” harder.

There is no amount of “trying” that can make up for a mental illness that gets in the way of a
child being able to learn, connect, understand, or thrive.  If your child is struggling with
being able to focus, with being able to make friends, with being able to understand what
they are learning, with being able to sit still, with being able to manage their emotions, with
being able to show emotion, with being able to handle pain or anxiety, then your child
needs proper treatment so that they can live the life they deserve to be living.

Don’t let anything get in the way of your child getting access to all of the resources
that are out there to help them succeed.  Educate yourself on how common these things
are, and what can be done about them.

There are resources available in every classroom, at every school, at every doctor’s
office, and through every counselor.  Learn about the  
signs and help your child become the BEST 
version of themselves that they can!
For more information go to: 
www.jherisouth.com

As parents, if we allow our
ego to get in the way of
getting our child proper

help, we are contributing
to their daily struggles

and fractured self-esteem.

SO MANY CHILDREN ARE SUFFERING TODAY WITHOUT PROPER
TREATMENT BECAUSE A PARENTS EGO GETS IN THE WAY

IF YOUR CHILD ISIF YOUR CHILD IS
STRUGGLING IN ANYSTRUGGLING IN ANY
WAY-GET THEM HELP SOWAY-GET THEM HELP SO
THAT THEY CAN BECOMETHAT THEY CAN BECOME
THE VERY BEST VERSIONTHE VERY BEST VERSION
OF THEMSELVES.OF THEMSELVES.

Parents:



Steered Straight’s program reaches out to children, teens and young adults with a message
of reality about life-choices and the importance of consequential thinking so they

understand that there are consequences to their actions. The reality of the message comes
from Michael himself, who was entwined in the life of drugs and traveled a troubled road to

get to his future.

Throughout the country, Michael now leads a team of talented speakers who present a
realistic and powerful prevention message. His “no holds back” message resonates well

with student assemblies, faculty and parents.

Jheri South
MEET

She’s one of the few Certified Master
Transformational Coaches who

specializes in working with teenagers.
She has become the leader in advocating
for teens and working with parents to

heal family relationships and give teens &
parents the tools to live their best life. She

works with leaders in the community to
bring positive messages and important
life skills into assemblies, workshops,

classrooms and self-improvement
seminars for children & parents

everywhere! 

MICHAEL R. DELEON
Michael DeLeon is on a mission: A mission to educate

youth to stay on the right path when it comes to
serious life issues, especially drugs. He has become

the #1 booked school presenter in the country and is
the nation’s leading expert on Vaping and THC. 

Michael is the founder and powerhouse behind
Steered Straight Inc., a non-profit organization formed
in 2007 upon his release from prison and designed to
carry an important message to youth on the extreme
dangers of drugs, gang involvement and associated

criminal activity.

www.jherisouth.com

www.SteeredStraight.org

https://jherisouth.com/
https://na.myconnectwise.net/v2022_2/services/system_io/Service/fv_sr100_request.rails?service_recid=1&companyName=greentechsvc

